Holy Saviour Croydon
Fourth Sunday Of Advent
21 December 2025

Entrance Hymn: 26- O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Hymn Before the Gospel: 31- Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Offertory Hymn: 422- Tell Out My Soul

Communion Hymn: 378- Jesus Good Above All Other

Final Hymn: 28- Lo He Comes

COLLECT FOR THE DAY

God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7: 10-16 — Sheri

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, * Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. > But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test. 3 Then lsaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals, that you weary my God also? ' Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.
15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose
the good. ® For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the
land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.

PSALM 80: 1-8
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Hrar O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph’like a
* sheep : shew thyself also, thou that’ sittest up’on the” cherubims.

2 Before Ephraim,Benjamin ’ and Ma’nasses : stir up thy’ strength and
’ come and ’ help us.

3 Turn us a’gain O’ God : shew the light of thy countenance’and we
’ shall be’ whole.



4 O Lord’ God of’hosts : how long wilt thou be angry’with thy
’ people that’ praveth?
5 Thou feedest them with the’bread of’tears : and givest them
’ plenteousness of / tears to ” drink.
6 Thou hast made us a very strife’unto our’mneighbours : and ou
" enemies ’ laugh us to” scorn.
7 Turn us again thou’ God of * hosts : shew the light of thy countenanc
?and we ’ shall be’” whole.
8 Thou hast brought a vine’out of  Egypt : thou hast cast”out the
" heathen and’ planted it.
We remain seated for the concluding doxology: Glory be to the Father and to the
Son : and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 -Sue

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the
flesh * and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, > through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all
the Gentiles for the sake of his name, ® including yourselves who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ, ’ To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL — Matthew 1: 18-25 — James

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. ** Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2° But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. > She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 2> All this took place to
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: % “Look, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,
“God is with us.” 2* When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 2 but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.



INTERCESSIONS — Marie

We Pray for those Unwell in Body, Mind or Spirit:

Miranda, Ron Ritchie, Rev Pat, Grace, Paul, Sue, Jonathan Lane, Sam’s wife
Pearl, Tom, Redva’s niece Olivia, Sharon, Caroline Arthurscooke, Juana Vega,
Chris Hubbucks, Julie Cornfield, Cherelle, Julie Johns, Lyn Johns, Paulina Larios,
Katharine, Allen, Tracey and Ann Davis, David, Milton Findlay, Clifford, Finn,
Tony, Julie and her father, Billy, Jacob, Ellie and her mother, Sally, Jennifer,
Brandon, Billy’s Uncle Richard, Barbara G, Janine H, John J, Geraldine, Sandra,
Kat’s sister Christine, Jean, Sarah’s mother Fedora, Matt, Brenda, Stephanie,
Minnie, Alexander, Cousin Zen, Christopher, Denise M, Enid, Simon & Samantha,
Girish, Pat, Ron, Cleveland, Britt, Vleronica Vernon, Pauline Temiz, Brian
Cresswell, The King, and the Princess of Wales

We pray for those who mourn

We pray for the souls of Patricia Hughesdon, Vilma Morgan, Jody Boo, Enid’s
grandson Shaquil, and those we have lost this year. May light perpetual shine
upon them. May they rest in peace. And rise in glory.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we
may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy;

O Divine Master,

Grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.




Rev’d Tomos Reed, Holy Saviour
115 St Saviour’s Road, Croydon CRO 2XF
vicar@holysaviourcroydon.co.uk 02036334924
www.holysaviourcroydon.co.uk
Hall Bookings: info@holysaviourcroydon.co.uk

For Baptisms (Christenings) and Weddings, please speak to or contact the Vicar

Safeguarding Information & Policies

All our parish policies, including safeguarding policies relating to our work with children and vulnerable adults,

can be found at https://holysaviourcroydon.co.uk/safeguarding/

Sun 21 Dec

Wed 24 Dec

Thurs 25 Dec

Sat 27 Dec

Sun 28 Dec

Services this Week & Other Events
10am Advent 4 - Fr Tomos Presiding and Preaching -
A Special Sunday School for Advent and Christmas: children under four must be

accompanied by a parent/guardian

10 am - Holy Communion
11 pm - Midnight Mass (Fr Tomos presides and Reader James preaches)

10am — Christmas Day Eucharist (Fr Tomos presides and preaches)
Holy Dusters

10am — Holy Innocents - Fr Tomos Presiding and Preaching — Tea and Coffee after the
service

Sun 1 Feb 2026

Sun 19 Jul 2026

Christmas at Croydon University Hospital — A Message from the Hospital Chaplain Rev.
Andy Dovey: We are very eager to invite the public in and especially churches to join us
for two of these events on the 22" December 2025. 12 midday to 2pm Carol singing in
the main hospital reception (which has just been refurbished).

6pm to 7:30pm Carols around the ward followed by mince pies and mulled wine.
Anyone, or any group, wishing to join us, please email me at andrew.dovey@nhs.net

Retirement of the Bishop of Southwark: The Bishop of Southwark, The Rt Revd
Christopher Chessun, has announced that he will retire on his 70th birthday in August
2026, after 43 years in ordained ministry. Bishop Christopher’s last day in office will be 4
August 2026 and his last service will take place at Southwark Cathedral at 12pm on
Saturday 18 July.

Candlemas & First Holy Communion: children of roughly seven years old and upwards will
be receiving Holy Communion for the first time on this day. If you would like your child to
receive Holy Communion, please speak to the vicar.

Deanery Confirmation Service: Bishop Rosemarie will be visiting the deanery on Sunday
19 July 2026 to Confirm candidates. Now that we have a firm date for the service, Holy
Saviour will be organising preparation classes in the New Year. Please let the vicar know if
you, or your children, would like to be confirmed.
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