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Sermon in lockdown – 10 May 2020 – 
Holy Saviour Church Croydon : Revd Catherine
5th Sunday of Easter

Genesis 8:1-19

Psalm 31: 1-5 & 15-16

Acts 7:55-60

John 14:1-14

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer.
So. What will happen next? 

Are we going to come through this period alright? Will things ever be the same or has the world simply gone irrevocably off course? 
What will happen next? Will God achieve his purposes even in these post-modern times? Do we wonder, if this time, it really is just all a bit much for God, after all, in post-modern times we even don’t believe in in a unified reality – and God - is a unified reality. So, has God been furloughed for the present – a lovely idea but a non-essential worker? 
Which way to turn then? Will collective social media Twitter do instead?
 – look any day and it will say something along the lines of:

 ‘we can’t go back to business as usual’.  
Each tweet a murmur…a virtual contemporary prayer… ‘What will happen next’? 
And that is the question disciple Thomas asked of Jesus with eleven others, that bubble group of pre-Christians, in a room called the Upper Room. On that evening it was not ‘business as usual’. It was the night of the Last Supper and Jesus announces a difficult ‘what next bulletin’ - his departure from the world, that is, his impending death. He is saying farewell. Then feet are washed, and a commandment given to love one another.  
But some of the disciples seemingly go off course:  Judas has started his nighttime of betrayal, Peter will have his nighttime of denial, Philip has lost his understanding of who Jesus really is and Thomas asks “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” John 14:5.   Thomas is essentially saying “What will happen next, what will it be like? Look Jesus, get real, we don’t know how to stay on path or even to find the trail”. 
And Jesus’ reply simply says words to the effect of: “Don’t worry, trust me”.   

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me” 
John 14.1 because “I am the way, and the truth and the life” John 14: 6
“Don’t worry, trust me”.   

The disciples, like us, are in uncertain times and unsurprisingly they, like us, can be anxious and fearful. Worried.  “Don’t worry, trust Jesus the Son of God” may have seemed as an unlikely a route forward, to the disciples then, as it may seem to us.  
Can we dare trust God now?  What if we feel our prayers unheard? 

Perhaps like Thomas and Philip and even Peter, there is room in our relationship with Jesus for an honest acknowledgement of times of confusion, a sense of lack of power and direction and considerable frustration. 
I suggest that it’s out of that honest relationship that trust whispers to our souls… that God bids us to be of good courage and He will be our strength.  Might we start by turning to think about the great healings and blessings that Jesus has given our forbearers in the past and continues to give us even now? Trust that. 
Because real trust in God, acknowledges Him and has no fear.

This kind of trust does not mean shutting our eyes to facts, to suffering, to grief, to illness, to climate crisis, to economic difficulty.  Just as Noah sent out the dove to test the facts – had the flood waters sufficiently subsided around the ark? -  So, this kind of trust looks at things as they are and decides what to do next, but crucially with eyes that know that God is greater than the difficulties.
And that knowledge, that God is greater than the difficulties, dispels fear because in trusting God our ‘enemies’, who and whatever they are, lose their power. 
This trust is something positive. It is a something, a definite attitude of soul that tells us that anchoring ourselves in God can be entirely enough. 

If you trust that God is enough, then, and only then, you will find, God is enough. 
Just sit for a moment and feel that. 
This is the way, the ‘what next’. Not wondering about a possible furloughed God who has stopped watching his world.  But being in Him and He in us, the unique “I am” as the way. Holding us deeply, He really wants us not to worry, like the birds of the air and the lilies of the field that we notice so much more in these quieter times.  But He also wants us to watch and wait with Him, from our rooms and virtual rooms onto our streets and communities. Watching, as our Queen said on VE day, so that ‘our streets are not empty but full of love”.  

In watching and waiting with Him, then the ‘what next’ has a chance. A chance not to be our former post-modern busy-ness as usual.    Jesus’s way was to live out, as that outstanding, exceptional person, the message from his Father. He restored the broken. He was always ready to meet the specific needs of the person in front of him.  Always ready to make a distinctive spiritual relationship. 
And regardless of religious or cultural allegiance – the people on our streets and in our communities today can ‘get that’. 
Despite of our society’s cynicism of a God shaped united reality,  in the ‘what next world’ the ‘united reality God’ can be understood as ‘all those places where ‘truth and life’ are served, places where we see the irreplaceable Him and we trust him as the key of all key workers and entirely enough. 
Trust me Jesus says, because there is no other way, “I am the way”, I don’t just know the way I am the embodied way. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 says “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths”. 
Acknowledge Him and He will be entirely enough to guide us not only to face what happens next but also to shape it. 
Amen. 
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